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Welcome to our second edition! We were
absolutely delighted by the warm and
enthusiastic response to our first Thrive
Chronicles. Thank you to everyone who
read it, shared kind words, and encouraged
us to keep going. This newspaper is about
you—our Thrive community—and we hope
each issue helps us celebrate the
friendships, creativity, laughter, and spirit
that make Thrive such a special place.
Enjoy!
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🎨 Creative Corner

I was asked to pick one of my favorite paintings
and tell you about it.  The first thing I would
say is it is the first painting.  On January 7,
2020, I decided that I was going to try and paint
something beside a wall.  My mother was a very
good traditional artist and some of you may
have seen one of her paintings in the Thrive
Community Gallery in June.  Well, because of
that I guess I thought I could never do anything
that good, so I never tried, until that day.  I
bought some oils, brushes and canvas and went
to work.  It didn’t take long at all and at
10:42am I took this picture.  I painted every day
for several months and have boxes and boxes
of canvases.  I still paint but have slowed down
mainly because I don’t have room for many
more LOL.  
Most of my work has no prior thought as to
what I am going to paint.  Seems to be that way
in anything I do.  It just happens and
sometimes I even surprise myself.  Thrive has
given me an avenue to share and I appreciate
the opportunity.   

Ennae

The First

Celebrating the Creativity of Our Community

From the Editer 

Ennae is one of Thrive’s
most prolific artists, sharing
her poetry, paintings,
photography, and crafts
each month in the Thrive
Community Gallery.

I joined Thrive Pavilion in early 2024 and
retired in 2019 after a career that followed the
evolution of technology. I began as a certified
medical transcriptionist and transitioned  into
IT server and application support in the early
1990s. I helped develop one of the medical
center’s first paperless medical reporting
systems and experienced the transition to voice
recognition, becoming a professional editor of
computer-generated reports.
After my IT department was outsourced, I
returned to school at age 50 and earned a
Bachelor’s degree in Software Engineering. I
then worked for a Cincinnati-based software
company in application support, training,
installations, QA testing, and sales/CRM
management.
Theater and Renaissance faires have also been a
lifelong passion. I began performing as a child
and later became a Renaissance queen. In 2003,
I helped establish the MayfaireRenaissance
Faire and served as queen for ten years. I also
performed at the Michigan Renaissance
Festival and appeared as an extra in All’s Faire
in Love.
Since 2024, I have combined my love of
technology and creativity by building virtual
worlds for Thrive Pavilion. Most recently, I
created and launched Thrive Pavilion Tracey
Island in VRChat.
Outside of Thrive Pavilion, I enjoy fishing,
quilting, crocheting, and bookshelf puzzles.
Thrive Pavilion has given me a wonderful sense
of belonging and the joy of creating together.

 🎬 A Word from the Board
Getting to Know Our President

Julie Rizor Chaney
Thrive President





                                Oh those pesky menus
      How is everyone doing with the new interface from Meta? Have you mastered it yet?
Is it one click or two? Which menu is which? Now how do i close them all? Is this a
frustration for you as well? I've asked Gemini what the secret combination is and it's not
giving it up!
Or as my husband often says to me “you are not helping” so this may or may not be helpful
😆

Meta Horizon OS Navigator Guide
1 Click (Single Press): Opens the Navigator Universal Menu

What it does: Brings up your primary dashboard (apps, notifications, profile, recent
apps, and quick controls).
When to use it: Use this when you want to open a new app, check notifications, adjust
brightness/volume, or jump into settings. If you are already in an app, pressing it once
opens the library overlay without closing your active app.

2 Clicks (Double Press): Toggles / Clears Your Open Windows
What it does: Instantly hides or reveals all active floating windows and panels.
When to use it: Use this when your virtual workspace gets cluttered with browser tabs
or app windows and you want a quick, clean view of your environment (or to bring them
back into view instantly).

Pro Tip
1 Long Press (Hold): Re-centers your view and display panels directly in front of where
you are looking.

💻 Tech Tips

THRIVE
BY THE NUMBERS

📅 130 Scheduled Monthly
Events 

🎉 21 pop-ups and multiple
meet ups. 

❤ Powered by Volunteers
🌎 USA • Canada • UK 

Ellen Steele



 💚 Community Spotlight

Sometimes the most meaningful places in VR aren’t built around games,
activities, or elaborate adventures. They’re simply places where people can
meet, talk, and form friendships. Thrive Pavilion’s newest world, Tracey
Island, has its roots in exactly that idea.
The world began with a vision from Jody—and, as he explains, its story is
also a very personal one:

Where Community Comes to Life

Thrive Pavilion’s Tracey Island

“Two and a half years ago, in Horizon Worlds, I created the Senior and
Mature Adult Hang Out and Chat World. I wanted a world where you
could simply go to hang out, chat, and connect with others, without

having to be “doing something” or “playing a game.” I later donated
it to Thrive. As Thrive was planning to migrate to VRchat, I asked Julie

if she could attempt to duplicate my world in VRchat. Using the
original as the model, Julie and Jack built an enhanced version that

now included a beautiful, accessible Tracey Island that had only been
visible, not accessible, in the original. But it still includes six color-

coded Huts on the docks in which to hold meetings and get-togethers
in quiet whisper mode. I couldn’t be happier with the outcome. They

did an incredible job. 

Tracey and I met in Thrive almost three years ago. We just started
talking at the Coffee hour and later realized that we were the only

people left in the event. While I live in California and Tracey lives in
England, we found time to continue our discussions, which

sometimes lasted for hours. s inShe became my best friend and the
inspiration for my original world, which has since evolved into Thrive
Pavilion Tracey Island. I hope you’ll visit…and bring along a friend.”

Tracey and Jody

And really, isn’t that what Thrive is all about? Come for the world.
Stay for the conversation. You never know when the person you

start talking to might become a lifelong friend.

Hanging out



Your paragraph text

by Trey Fern



📅 Upcoming Events

 September is here! While local
parks and pools may be winding
down for the season, the virtual
world is heating up with an action-
packed lineup of Thrive events. We
have a stacked month of scheduled
activities and surprise pop-ups
heading your way.

The Thrive Players are deep in
preparation for their next big show,
and rumors are already buzzing
about an epic pop-up disco night in
the works! Plus, be sure to tune in
for Damein's upcoming talk—it
promises to be an engaging,
insightful, and vibrant afternoon.

Attention game lovers: with so
many players eager to jump into
Catan and Dungeons of Eternity,
keep a close eye on the chats for
impromptu gaming sessions. Want
to see if anyone is up for a game?
Check the community calendar and
grab an open slot, set up a meet-up,
and rally the squad for a game!

Content on this page by Ellen Steele

  🦴 Funny Bone

   Top Meta Quest Multiplayer Games for
Adults

Walkabout Mini Golf: A favorite for
relaxed socializing, realistic play, and
easy conversation.
Dungeons of Eternity: A cooperative
fantasy adventure for up to three
players with an active, welcoming
community.
Ghosts of Tabor: A challenging
military survival shooter popular with
serious tactical gamers.
Contractors / Contractors Showdown:
Competitive shooters featuring
tactical gameplay, community-created
maps, and battle royale action.
Real VR Fishing: A peaceful, realistic
fishing experience where up to four
players can relax and chat.
Vegas Infinite: A free social casino
featuring poker, blackjack, and slots
in an adult-oriented setting.
Demeo: A four-player tabletop fantasy
adventure ideal for strategy, board-
game, and Dungeons & Dragons fans.
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